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M. Thiers was praised, above all, for his volume
against Socialism, in which he showed that he was
quite as much of a thinker as a writer. There was
an immense laugh at Pierre Leroux, who had quoted
passages from the philosophers in the Chamber,
Jokes were made about the phalansterian tail The
"Market of Ideas" came in for a meed of applause,
and its authors were compared to Aristophanes.
Frederick patronised the work as well as the rest.
Political verbiage and good living had an enervat-
ing effect on his morality. Mediocre in capacity as
these persons appeared to him, he felt proud of know-
ing them, and internally longed for the respectability
that attached to a wealthy citizen. A mistress like
Madame Dambreuse would give him a position.
He set about taking the necessary steps for achiev-
ing that object.
He made it his business to cross her path, did
not fail to go and greet her with a bow in her box
at the theatre, and, being aware of the hours when
she went to church, he would plant himself behind a
pillar in a melancholy attitude. There was a contin-
ual interchange of little notes between them with re-
gard to curiosities to which they drew each other's
attention, preparations for a concert, or the borrow-
ing of books or reviews. In addition to his visit each
night, he sometimes made a call just as the day was
closing; and he experienced a progressive succession
of pleasures in passing through the large front en-
trance, through the courtyard, through the anteroom,
and through the two reception-rooms. Finally, he
reached her boudoir, which was as quiet as a tomb,
as warm as an alcove, and in which one jostled